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Endemic and Disgraceful Child Poverty 
in Sierra Leone is a National Shame

The Life of Sierra Leone’s 
Neglected Amputees 

Sierra Leone has the highest rate of 
extreme child poverty in West Africa, 
and one of the highest rates in the 
world.

The 2018 Child Poverty Report – produced 
by the government’s very own Statistics 
Sierra Leone – stated that over 70% of 
children in Sierra Leone live in dire poverty. 
That is higher than either Niger or the Central 
African Republic. In Koinadugu District 
alone, 85% of children are experiencing 
extreme poverty, characterised by lack of 
access to healthcare, education, water and 

sanitation, shelter, and food. In southern 
:PLYYH�3LVUL��[OL�ÄN\YL�PZ������^OPSL�PU�[OL�
east of the country, it is 71%. In Freetown, 
[OL�JHWP[HS��P[�PZ������;OLZL�ÄN\YLZ�HYL�UV�
doubt manipulated by the government to 
THRL�[OLT�SVVR�ºIL[[LY»��;OL�YLHS�ÄN\YLZ�HYL�
worse than those currently being projected 
by the government.

This endemic child poverty is compounded 
by the state’s poor capacity to formulate and 
KLSP]LY� LɈLJ[P]L� ZVJPHS� WVSPJPLZ� [V�TP[PNH[L�
this disturbing and unrelenting trend. 
Weak departmental leaderships produce 

weak government, and weak government 
perpetuates corruption and creates poverty 
for a population that is already humiliated 
by systemic and prolonged economic 
degradation. It is time we acknowledged 
that such a state of living is unacceptable. 
It is inexcusable to see city dumps in central 
Freetown teeming with children as young as 
two years old who are sifting through rotting 
rubbish for food.
Continued on page 2

There are more amputees per 100,000 
people in Sierra Leone than there are 
anywhere else in the world. 
;OPZ� ÄN\YL� PZ� KYP]LU� I`� [OL� KLJHKL�

long civil war, in which all warring factions 
resorted to mutilation as a means of civilian 
subjection.

Mutilations were so prevalent that even 
KH`Z�VSK�IHIPLZ�^LYL�UV[�ZWHYLK��0U�������
immediately after the civil war, mutilated 
people (including babies and their mothers) 
were rounded up and taken away from their 
families, villages and livelihoods.
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
0U� MVVK�THYRL[Z� PU�+\Ɉ�*V\Y[��2Y\�;V^U�

Road and Lumley, rotting chicken livers, 
gizzards and feet are sold to poorer families. 
These chicken parts are imported mainly 
from China and Brazil, where they are 
preserved with chemicals ranging from 
formaldehyde to methanol for the long 
journey to Sierra Leone. They are so heavily 
infused with these chemicals that they 
can be sold on the streets for several days 
P̂[OV\[�H�ZPUNSL�Å`�ZP[[PUN�VU�[OLT��HUK�[OLPY�

colours never change. The consumption of 
these foods by those in poverty has led to 
major health problems, including cancer in 
children. Cancer has become so common 
in children in Sierra Leone that national 
OVZWP[HSZ� HYL� PSS�LX\PWWLK� [V� OHUKSL� [OL�
cases coming in. In fact, many parents 
see it as a natural occurrence. But these 
are diseases that were hardly part of the 
national health concern for children twenty 
years ago.

Food consumption habits have drastically 
JOHUNLK�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL�V]LY�[OL�SHZ[�ÄM[LLU�
years. Poor people used to eat healthily; 
[OLU�� Q\Z[� V]LY� ÄM[LLU� `LHYZ� HNV�� ÄZOPUN�
YPNO[Z� ^LYL� ZPNULK� V]LY� [V� MVYLPNU� ÄZOPUN�
JVTWHUPLZ�� ;OL� JV\U[Y`� ILJHTL� WYV[LPU�
WVVY�HSTVZ[�V]LYUPNO[��HZ�KYHN�UL[[PUN��WHPY�
[YH ŜPUN�HUK�L_JLZZP]L�ÄZOPUN�KLWSL[LK�ÄZO�
Z[VJRZ�HSVUN�[OL�JVHZ[��:\IZPZ[LUJL�ÄZOPUN�
families were instantly made unemployed 
HUK�MVVK�WVVY�� 0U�MHJ[��THU`�^LYL�JOHZLK�
V\[�VM� [OL�^H[LY�I`� MVYLPNU�ÄZOPUN�]LZZLSZ�
whose crews threatened them with guns. 
These are some of the families whose 
children are now living on rubbish dumps.
0U� L_JOHUNL� MVY� [OL� VYNHUPJ� ÄZO� MYVT�

:PLYYH� 3LVULHU� ^H[LYZ�� MHJ[VY`�WYVK\JLK��

JOLTPJHS�PUM\ZLK� JOPJRLU� SP]LYZ�� NPaaHYKZ��
HUK� MLL[�HYL�ZOPWWLK� PU� SHYNL�X\HU[P[PLZ� [V�
Sierra Leone. In addition to the importation 
VM� WVVY�X\HSP[`� JOPJRLU�� \UYLN\SH[LK� HUK�
JOLHW� WYVJLZZLK� MVVK� OHZ� ÅVVKLK� [OL�
country, and this is a key factor in the rise 
in frightening health problems such as 
diabetes and high blood pressure. City 
hospitals now receive more patients with 
high blood pressure and diabetes than 
the traditional malaria. Strokes, too, have 
become a common health phenomenon.

Adult unemployment and food insecurity in 
ZLTP�\YIHU�HYLHZ�OHZ�HSZV�JH\ZLK�JOPSKYLU�
[V�IL�MLK� P̂[O�KY\NZ�HUK�\ZLK�HZ�PUJVTL�
earners, working endlessly as hustlers 
on the streets. In many communities in 
Freetown, criminals are feeding labouring 
JOPSKYLU� P̂[O�;YHTHKVS��H�UHYJV[PJ�SPRL�WHPU�
reliever used to treat moderate to severe 
WHPU�� ^OPJO� OHZ� MH[HS� ZPKL�LɈLJ[Z� PM� \ZLK�
with other substances) to force them to 
work for long hours with little or no food. In 
Western Freetown, an urgent meeting was 
called just before Christmas by the LUC 
(Local Unit Commander) of the Sierra Leone 
Police. I sneaked into the meeting, sat at the 
IHJR��HUK�SPZ[LULK�[V�[OL�Z[VTHJO�JO\YUPUN�
discussions about criminals from Eastern 
Freetown coming to the area with Tramadol 
and other substances for labouring children. 
Giving drugs to children to make them work 
the whole day in slave labour is shocking. 
Unemployment has driven desperate 
MHTPSPLZ�̂ P[O�UV�HK\S[�PUJVTL�LHYULY�PU�:PLYYH�
Leone to send their young children onto 
the highways to sell whatever is available 
to them to help put food on the table. The 
economic situation is so challenging for 
some families that children as young as four 

years old are selling items as meagre as 
Ä]L�RVSH�JVSH�U\[Z�PU�H�IYVRLU�KPUULY�WSH[L��
Many carry visible signs of Kwashiorkor, 
which is malnutrition produced by severe 
WYV[LPU�KLÄJPLUJ �̀
*\S[\YL� PZ� HSZV� WSH P̀UN� H� ]LY`� ZPNUPÄJHU[�

part in entrenched child poverty in Sierra 
Leone. Many of the women and their 
children who live and beg on city streets are 
those with feminine health problems such as 
ÄZ[\SH��;OLZL�HYL�THPUS̀ �\UKLYHNL�NPYSZ�^OV�
were given into early marriage when their 
bodies were not ready for childbirth. Many 
VM� [OLZL� NPYSZ� JVU[YHJ[� ÄZ[\SH� H[� JOPSKIPY[O�
and become ‘undesirable’ not only in their 
marital homes but also in their families. They 
are spurned and forced to live on the streets 

with their babies. These women and their 
children know no other place but the streets, 
where they spend day and night begging for 
food or living on rubbish dumps.

Some of the women who live with older 
JOPSKYLU��V]LY�Ä]L�`LHYZ�VSK��ºYLU[»�V\[�[OLPY�
children to visually impaired people or 
other people with disabilities as begging 
assistants. These children are used 
exhaustively from dawn to dusk on city 
streets to beg for food and money. Many of 
the older children, especially girls, endure 
OVYYPÄJ�YHWLZ�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[Z�

Domestic servitude is also one of the 
leading channels through which children 
are subjected to abuse in homes across the 
JV\U[Y �̀�9LSH[P]LS̀ �^LSS�VɈ�:PLYYH�3LVULHUZ�
have child domestic servants living with 
them in their homes. These children are 
worked to exhaustion day and night. They 
are used as domestic servants and auxiliary 
PUJVTL�LHYULYZ� MVY� [OLPY� OVZ[� MHTPSPLZ��
These are children who are removed from 
their villages and towns with the promise 
of education and ‘better’ living in cities. 
Once lured out of their communities, these 
children live in appalling conditions under 
Z[HPY^LSSZ��RP[JOLU�ÅVVYZ��L[J��;OL`�HYL� [OL�
ÄYZ[�[V�^HRL�\W�HUK�[OL�SHZ[�[V�NV�[V�ILK��
After their morning domestic work, they are 
sent to the street to sell meagre items for 

their hosts.
Our research team came across a very 

disturbing case of a boy whose sale had 
been stolen from him. He was sitting on 
the pavement crying and not wanting to 
go home for fear of being tortured by his 
guardian for losing money to thieves. Our 
team took him to his house and interviewed 
his guardian. The little boy was not going 
[V�ZJOVVS��HUK�OL�^HZ�\ZLK�HZ�HU�PUJVTL�
earner for the woman and her children. The 
income the boy brought home was used 
to pay for the education of his guardian’s 
children and provide food for the family. 
His guardian had taken him away from his 
village with the promise of ‘good education 
and a better life’. Upon arriving in Freetown, 
he was denied education and was subjected 
[V�UL]LY�LUKPUN�SHIV\Y�

It is children like him who are also subjected 
to abuse on the streets.

The rape of children has become so 
rampant in the country that it was declared 
a national emergency in 2018. This was 

MVSSV^LK� I`� [OL� º/HUKZ� 6Ɉ� 6\Y� .PYSZ»�
campaign. This campaign, unfortunately, is 
PULɈLJ[P]L�HUK�OHZ�ILJVTL�H�[V[HS�MHPS\YL�

The government has just announced the 
SH\UJO�VM�[OL�JV\U[Y`»Z�ÄYZ[�ZWLJPHS�JV\Y[�[V�
JVTIH[�YPZPUN�JHZLZ�VM�ZL_\HS�HUK�NLUKLY�
based violence. This court, like many before 
P[�� P̂SS�ILJVTL�[V[HSS̀ �WH[OL[PJHSS̀ �PULɈLJ[\HS�
in combatting the rape of children if the very 
children who are being raped are living and 
working on the streets – this is a country 
that still overlooks extreme child labour. 
;OH[� Ä]L�`LHY�VSKZ� HYL� HSSV^LK� [V�^HUKLY�
on city streets with pathetic merchandise 
is inexcusable. The court will be hopelessly 
lost if the very culture that still permits girls 
to be given into marriage aged twelve is 
allowed to thrive unchallenged. The fact that 
TLU�HZ�VSK�HZ�ÄM[`�¶�VY�VM�HU`�HNL��MVY�[OH[�
matter – are allowed to marry underage girls 
under the pretence of ‘culture’ is a disgrace.

Until we ban child labour, child marriage 
and child domestic servitude, no number 
of special courts will eliminate child rape. 
Widespread child poverty, culture, and 
domestic servitude are the key perpetuating 
factors of child rape in Sierra Leone.

Sort it out, Mr President.

7RGD\��VRSKLVWLFDWHG�IRUHLJQ�ÀVKLQJ�YHVVHOV�OLWWHU�WKH�FRDVWV�RI�6LHUUD�/HRQH�

Domestic abuse 
and mental health 
problems are other 
issues that force 
women to live on 
the streets with their 
children.

“
“

7KHVH�ÀYH�\HDU�ROGV��ZKR�DUH�RQO\�MXVW�WDOOHU�WKDW�WKH�W\UHV�RI�D��[��YHKLFOH��
ZHUH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�KLJKZD\�VHOOLQJ�URWWLQJ�EDQDQDV�

(YHU\�VLQJOH�ZRPDQ�VLWWLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�
SDYHPHQW�LQ�WKLV�SKRWR�LV�D�VWUHHW�
EHJJDU�
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Continued from page 1
They were relocated to isolated camps 

outside of cities and larger towns, and 
most remain in these camps to this day. 
Every regional city in eastern, southern 
and northern Sierra Leone has at least 
one amputee settlement. Three years after 
these camps were created, the government 
began to neglect the occupants, leaving 
them to endure humiliating hunger, disease, 
miserable poverty, and a life of begging. 
These camps, removed from larger towns 
and cities, have no schools or medical 
centres for the occupants and their children.

Today, amputee camps such as the one 
in Bumpeh, southern Sierra Leone are so 
neglected and impoverished that buildings 
have started to crumble over the heads of 
the occupants. Child mortality among the 
occupants is the highest of any group in the 
country. The whole community is riddled 
with diseases.

Pit latrines, dug over sixteen years ago 
when the camps were created, are so full 
and waterlogged that the structures are 
UV^� NYV P̂UN� HSNHL�� ;OL`� HYL� V]LYÅV P̂UN�
HUK�HYL�JVU[HTPUH[PUN� SP]PUN�X\HY[LYZ��:VPS�
and shallow water wells in close proximity 
to these latrines are contaminated, posing 
major health problems for the occupants.

The two old wells in the settlement in 
Bumpeh, silted with contaminants, have 
been abandoned and disused because they 
are polluted by faecal deposits from shallow 
cesspits.

The community has now resorted to 
drinking water from the nearby river, which 
is also a bathing, washing and sanitation 
stream. It is therefore a source of waterborne 
diseases for the people.

Many of those who were mutilated as 
babies are now in their late teens and 
twenties. Some have gone to live in cities. 
)\[� [OL`� HYL� UV� KPɈLYLU[� MYVT� [OVZL� [OL`�
have left in the camps in terms of their 
access to education, jobs, support and 
state resources. They too live a life of 

deprivation, worsened by negative cultural 
perceptions of disabled people. A recent 
*6=0+�� � YLSH[LK� Z[\K`�^L�JHYYPLK�V\[� PU�
Freetown in partnership with the University 
of East London (UEL) through the Global 
Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) lifted a 
lid on the lives of disabled people in cities.

When asked, ‘Do you feel you would need 
to be supported in relation to your response 
[V� *6=0+�� � HUK� [OLYLHM[LY&»�� VUS̀ � �����
said they do not need support at all. 6.6% 
said they need a bit of help, 56.8% replied 
[OH[�[OL`�ULLKLK�H�SV[�VM�OLSW��HUK�������
said they would need complete help. The 
[V[HS� ÄN\YL� VM� YLZWVUKLU[Z� ^OV� H[� SLHZ[�
ULLK�H�SV[�VM�OLSW�PZ� ������;OL�\UKLYS̀ PUN�
KPɉJ\S[PLZ�[OH[�KPZHISLK�HUK�KPZHK]HU[HNLK�
`V\UN� WLVWSL� MHJL� K\YPUN� [OL� *6=0+�� �
pandemic is that most previously relied on 
street begging to survive. The imposition of 
a nationwide lockdown without sustainable, 
SVUN�[LYT� JVUZPKLYH[PVU� MVY� [OL� KLZ[P[\[L�
and disabled people who live on the streets 
has turned an already bad situation worse. 
Some have had to live on rubbish dumps to 
survive.

The international proposal for Sierra 
Leone’s resettlement plans (which was part 
of the end of the civil war discussions) was 
woven with provisions for restorative peace 
HUK� [OL� JVTWYLOLUZP]L� ZVJPV�LJVUVTPJ�
rehabilitation of those who bore the deepest 
scars of the war. The contributions of the 
United Nations, the European Union, and the 
<2�HUK�<:�NV]LYUTLU[Z�^LYL�MVY�PUKLÄUP[L�
social security support for mutilated 
civilians who were living in isolated camps. 
This provision, which came through the 
government of Sierra Leone, stopped there. 
For over seventeen years, mutilated civilians 
and their families have endured the most 
brutal and wicked form of state corruption. 
Funds received from international partners 
MVY� PUJVTL�NLULYH[PUN� HUK� ZLSM�YLSPHUJL�
skills training for disabled people do not 
reach them. Many amputees have taken it 
upon themselves to learn new skills, only to 
hit a brick wall of there being no access to 
[VVSZ�VY�Z[HY[�\W�M\UKZ�

Today, destitute amputees have nowhere 
to turn.

Our *6=0+��  support for disabled and 
disadvantaged youths in Freetown was the 
most comprehensive of any provision made 
by the state or any other NGO yet in the 
country.

Every participant received a sack of rice, 
litres of cooking oil, stock cubes, a wash 
bucket, soap, and washable and reusable 
face masks.
+PZHIPSP[`� HUK� WLYZPZ[LU[�L_[YLTL� JOPSK�

poverty are inseparably linked in Sierra 
Leone. Children growing up in households 
with someone living with a disability are less 
likely to go to school. These children become 
the sole carers for their disabled family 
member, undertaking endless domestic 
chores and combining that with street 
begging, pickpocketing, and theft of street 
merchandise. Successive governments 

have only been interested in disability when 
international contributors attach funding 
to the approval of inclusive policies. The 
establishment of the Persons with Disability 
Act of 2011 is a good example. The act is 
not even worth the paper it is written on; it 
is not just the approval of such laws that 
counts – it is also their implementation 
and enforcement. Disabled people have 
been brandishing these laws in the face of 
Z[H[L� VɉJPHSZ�� LTWSV`LYZ� HUK� LK\JH[PVUHS�
institutions, only to be told to get lost. Yet, 
UL_[�[PTL�[OLYL� PZ�H�UL^�^H]L�VM� M\UKPUN�
H[[HJOLK� KPZHIPSP[`�YLSH[LK� WVSPJPLZ� I`�
institutions such as the UN, the Sierra 
Leone government will be running to sign 
them, take the money and run away. Funnily 
LUV\NO�� M\UKPUN�YLSH[LK� PU[LYUH[PVUHS�
conferences on disability are not attended 

by people with disabilities from Sierra Leone, 
I\[�I`�Z[H[L�VɉJPHSZ�^OV�Z\KKLUS̀ �ILJVTL�
ZLSM�HWWVPU[LK�HK]VJH[LZ� MVY� [OL�KPZHISLK��
0U� 1HU\HY`� [OPZ� `LHY�� H� Z[H[L� VɉJPHS�� ^OV�
PZ� [OL� KPZ[YPJ[� ^H[LY� HUK� ZHUP[H[PVU� VɉJLY��
called disabled people ‘dogs’! We had paid 
him to complete a water tower project for a 
disabled camp, and he refused to complete 
it. When we reported the matter to the 
Minister for Water Resources, we did not 
even get a reply, nor was any action taken 
HNHPUZ[�[OL�VɉJPHS��;OPZ�L_HTWSL�OPNOSPNO[Z�
the prevalent outlook and disregard for 
disabled people.

Girls who are begging assistants to disabled 
people on city streets are more likely to be 
mothers by the age of fifteen.

“ “
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Wheelchairs for disabled children in Sierra Leone 
Our next shipment will contain 
these impressive manual 
wheelchairs and two new 
borehole machines with 
accessories. 
Both the wheelchairs and 
the borehole machines and 
accessories are made by 
our friends at HR Smith, an 
PUKLWLUKLU[��OPNO�[LJO�H]PVUPJZ�
manufacturer serving the aircraft 
industry. These very lightweight, 

manual wheelchairs are suited for 
disabled children to use to go to 
school.
We are also shipping additional 
electric wheelchairs for leg 
HTW\[LLZ�HUK�WVSPV�Z\ɈLYLYZ� P̂[O�
additional needs. 
;OPZ�)HSKLY�ZP_�^OLLSLY�
wheelchair (right) will be part 
of a number of power chairs 
to be shipped.
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Critical insight: urgent need to address the impacts 
of COVID-19 on young people’s development and 
mental wellbeing in Sierra Leone 
Overview
This article focuses on the 
development and mental 
wellbeing of young people in 
Sierra Leone, particularly at 
this challenging time when the 
impact of COVID-19 could have 
a serious effect on the mental 
wellbeing and development of 
young people in the country.

The article provides an overview 
of the mental health situation 
in Sierra Leone, considering 
[OL� LSL]LU�`LHY� JP]PS� ^HY�� ,IVSH��
the mudslide, and poverty and 
unemployment rates amongst 
young people – all major challenges 
to personal development and 
wellbeing.
0[�HSZV� [OYV^Z� SPNO[�VU�H�ZVS\[PVU�
focused intervention by the 
University of East London (UEL), 
Practical Tools Initiative (PTI), and 
the Global Challenge Research 
Fund (GCRF), with the project 
[P[SLK� ¸20*2� 6<;� *6=0+�� ¹� PU�
Sierra Leone.

Background
;OL� *6=0+�� � WHUKLTPJ�

is the biggest health crisis for 
generations. The measures that 
the government has taken to limit 
the spread of the virus – including 
restrictions on movement, social 
distancing, and the closure of 
schools to most students – have 
been necessary to save lives in 
Sierra Leone.

However, what happens now will 
have a lasting impact on young 
people’s personal development 
and mental wellbeing for years to 
come – whether that is because 
of traumatic experiences at 
home, the pressures of isolation, 
unemployment and lack of 
opportunities, or a breakdown 
in the support services that give 
them hope.

Young people under the age of 
[OPY[`�Ä]L� `LHYZ� JVTWYPZL� HIV\[�
72% of the entire Sierra Leone 
population. These young people 
are already facing challenges such 
HZ�OLHS[O�PULX\HSP[PLZ��SHJR�VM�HJJLZZ�
to education and skills training 
development, unemployment, and 
underemployment. It is particularly 
important to present opportunities 
to establish a solid foundation for 
young people’s development and 
wellbeing.

There are no existing services that 
WYV]PKL� [HPSVY�THKL� PU[LY]LU[PVUZ�
for young people. The current 
street protests, violence, and the 
state’s response do not paint a 
good picture. As restrictions lift, 
we need to prepare for more 
young people needing support 
for their personal development 
and mental wellbeing. Currently, 
there is no social support system 
for young people who are facing 
extreme poverty and vulnerability. 
Sierra Leone’s poverty is deeply 
entrenched, with over 70% of the 

working population absorbed by 
the informal sector. Poverty has 
escalated the risk of mental health 
problems, and this is compounded 
by disenchantment with a system 
that is characterised by social 
PULX\HSP[PLZ� HUK� WVVY� LJVUVTPJ�
and physical living conditions.

Positively supporting young 
people to get out of poverty and 
helping to reduce the number of 
young people with mental health 
issues will play a very important 
role in their development as civil 
members of society.

There is a clear need to support 
young people in coping with the 
PTWHJ[� VM� *6=0+�� � HUK� [OL�
challenges it brings. The increased 
attention given to mental health 
after emergencies can raise the 
interest of policy makers, and 
this may create the political will 
[V� THRL� ZPNUPÄJHU[� JOHUNLZ� PU�
order to improve mental health 
and address other development 
challenges – particularly amongst 
young people.

This is why we are calling on the 
government and the international 
JVTT\UP[`� ¶� PUJS\KPUN� UVU�
governmental organisations – to 
take urgent action as we emerge 
from this pandemic; action to 
ensure that young people can 
get the help they need when they 
need it. This includes more funding 
[V� Z\WWVY[� JHWHJP[`�I\PSKPUN�
interventions which will create 
ZVJPV�LJVUVTPJ�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�HUK�
increase access to mental health 
facilities for young people and their 
families. Funding is also needed 
to promote national awareness 
campaigns on mental health and 
wellbeing.

Mental health in 
Sierra Leone

Mental illness is a silent epidemic 
in Sierra Leone; a large proportion 
of the population are experiencing 
mental health issues as a result 
of various factors, including the 

LSL]LU�`LHY�JP]PS�^HY���  �¶�������
[OL� ,IVSH� V\[IYLHR� �����¶�������
and the mudslide (2017). The 
LSLTLU[Z� VM� ZVJPHS� PULX\HSP[ �̀�
drug and substance abuse, and 
– more importantly – the current 
*6=0+�� � WHUKLTPJ� HUK� P[Z�
lockdown and restrictions on 
movement have all posed serious 
threats to public mental health in 
the country, particularly amongst 
young people, including those 
living with disabilities.

Sierra Leone has a population of 
seven million, but there is only one 
mental health hospital in the whole 
country. The gap in mental health 
[YLH[TLU[� OHZ� L_JLLKLK�  ��"�
only 2% have access to mental 
health treatment.

According to a survey conducted 
by the Ministry of Health and 
Sanitation and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in 2012, 
about 700,000 people in Sierra 
3LVUL� HYL� Z\ɈLYPUN� MYVT� ZLYPV\Z�
mental health challenges and 
need medical attention. Of this 
ÄN\YL�� �������� OH]L� WZ`JOV[PJ�
related drug and alcohol abuse 
problems or illnesses such as 
cerebral malaria, more than 20,000 
HYL� Z\ɈLYPUN� MYVT� IPWVSHY� THUPJ�
depression disorder, and about 
175,000 are experiencing epilepsy 
or schizophrenia.

Furthermore, the Situational 
Analysis outcome of the World 
Health Organization in 2012 
revealed that almost the entire 
population had been exposed 
to critical, potentially traumatic 
experiences such as sexual abuse, 
mutilation, child abuse, human 
[YHɉJRPUN�� HUK� ILPUN� P̂[ULZZ� [V�
the killing of a close family member. 
Children and young people and 
^VTLU� Z\ɈLYLK� TVZ[�� HUK� HYL�
therefore the most likely victims of 
mental illness in Sierra Leone.

According to the World Bank 
(2020), government funding of the 
health care sector, which includes 
mental health care, has been a 

major challenge. Furthermore, 
the available funds are not only 
PUZ\ɉJPLU[� HUK� \U[PTLS̀ � I\[� HYL�
unreliable. This has a profound 
LɈLJ[� VU� [OL� WSHUUPUN� HUK�
implementation of various health 
care and development projects.

In 2015, the country’s only 
psychiatric doctor, Dr Edward 
Nahim, emphasised the 
ZLYPV\ZULZZ� VM� WVZ[�[YH\TH[PJ�
stress disorder, psychosis and 
depression amongst victims of 
the civil war, Ebola, and substance 
abuse. It has been estimated that 
10% of the country’s population, 
including children and young 
WLVWSL��HYL�Z\ɈLYPUN�MYVT�TLU[HS�
disorders.

Within the last few years, the 
country has produced two young 
psychiatrists who are currently 
working in the mental health 
department.

KICK OUT 
COVID-19 project

This project is supported by the 
University of East London (UEL) 
in partnership with Practical Tools 
Initiative (PTI), and the Global 
Challenge Research Fund (GCRF) 
[V� KLSP]LY� HU� ¸HNPSL� ZVS\[PVU�
MVJ\ZLK¹� *6=0+�� � WYVQLJ[��
YLZWVUKPUN�[V�*6=0+�� �PU�:PLYYH�
Leone, with the potential to explore 
other areas in line with Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Phase one of the “Kick Out 
*6=0+�� ¹� WYVQLJ[� WYV]PKLK�
emergency food support and 
face masks to 228 disadvantaged 
children and young people, 
including those living with 
disabilities in Freetown, and 
conducted a survey as part of the 
the project’s planning tools. The 
project also provided information 
VU� *6=0+�� � WYL]LU[H[P]L�
measures, using social media, at 
national and community level.

The focus of the project planning 
[VVSZ� �*6=0+�� � *OPSKOVVK�
and Youth Planning Tool) was 

to investigate how children and 
disadvantaged young people 
HYL� JVWPUN� K\YPUN� [OL� *6=0+�� �
lockdown. It collected timely and 
robust data to understand their 
needs and mental wellbeing.

There were 228 overall 
WHY[PJPWHU[Z�� P̂[O�   � �� MYVT�
Freetown and 1% from rural 
districts within Freetown, such as 
Waterloo.

Phase Two of the project will 
SLHK� [V� [OL� JV�JYLH[PVU� HUK�
PTWSLTLU[H[PVU� VM� H� `V\[O�
ZWLJPÄJ�*6=0+�� �OLHS[O� SP[LYHJ`�
campaign and a mental health 
HUK�^LSSILPUN� ÄYZ[� HPK� RP[�� ;OLZL�
will be underpinned by the 
research outcome. It will include 
the development and piloting 
of an Afrocentric Children and 
Young People (CYP) mental health 
and wellbeing screening tool. 
This engagement will encourage 
knowledge transfer and help bring 
mental health studies students 
from UEL and from Sierra Leone 
together.

,EUDKLP�6HVD\�
LV�37,·V�YROXQWHHU�3DUWQHUVKLS�
'HYHORSPHQW�6WUDWHJLVW�
�,EUDKLP�DOVR�ZRUNV�IRU�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(DVW�/RQGRQ���

Young disabled people waiting to receive COVID-19 support
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Challenges that students with disabilities 
face in universities in Sierra Leone  
Living with a disability in Africa is very 
challenging, especially in Sierra Leone.

I am Fatmata Jalloh, a polio student at 
Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra 
Leone. I walk with two crutches. I live in 
:PLYYH�3LVUL�¶�-YLL[V^U�� [V�IL�ZWLJPÄJ�� 0�
HT�HSZV�H�[OPYK�`LHY�Z[\KLU[��OVUVYZ�VUL��H[�
the University of Sierra Leone, Fourah Bay 
College, studying Mass Communications.

I was not born disabled; I used to walk, 
I\[�H[�[OL�HNL�VM�Ä]L�0�NV[�ML]LY�̂ OPSL�WSH P̀UN�
with my friends. Since then, I could not use 
my legs to walk.

It is a great challenge for persons 
with disabilities to pursue education in 
universities or colleges in Sierra Leone. As a 
result of that, I have faced many challenges 
ZPUJL� 0�TL[� [OL�HJHKLTPJ� YLX\PYLTLU[Z� [V�
study at Fourah Bay College.

One of the major challenges I have 
encountered was to access the Sierra 
3LVUL� .V]LYUTLU[»Z� .YHU[�0U�(PK�� ^OPJO�
is supposed to be a scholarship, according 
to the Persons with Disability Act of 2011.
When I was given an acceptance letter 
from the university, I went to the National 
Commission for Persons with Disability 
(NCPD) to complete the application form for 
[OL�.YHU[�0U�(PK��I\[� 0�^HZ� YLMLYYLK� [V� [OL�
Ministry of Technical and Higher Education. I 
applied, but I was not given the scholarship, 
even though according to the Persons 
with Disability Act of 2011, students with 
disabilities should be given automatic 
scholarships once they have been accepted 
at a university or a college.

During my primary and secondary 
schooling, the Liliane Fonds Foundation 
used to support me, but when I entered 
university, the foundation said that it is clearly 
spelt out that I should have a scholarship 
from the government for my university 
education, so they withheld their support.

At the university, I attended all lectures, but 
the university never gave me a registration 
number to prove that I am a student. They 
said that I must submit a letter from the 
Ministry of Technical and Higher Education 
or pay fees. Each time I went to the ministry, 
they would tell me to go and just to continue 
attending lectures as long as the university 
did not ask me to leave. Can you imagine, 
as a polio victim with two crutches, having 
to move each time from the university to 
the ministry to settle this matter until the 
ÄYZ[� ZLTLZ[LY� L_HTZ� ILNHU&� +\YPUN� [OL�
ÄYZ[� ZLTLZ[LY� L_HTZ�� 0� ZVTL[PTLZ� MV\UK�
P[�KPɉJ\S[�[V�NL[�[OL�\UP]LYZP[`�[V�HSSV^�TL�
to take the exams. After the exams, when 

the grades were published, mine were 
not published because I did not have a 
registration number. I became discouraged 
and downcast and thought that I would 
OH]L�[V�X\P[�

If it were not for the Students with Special 
Needs body (SWiSN), which had already 
been established at Fourah Bay College 
to intervene with issues like mine, I would 
have been a dropout. They advocated on 
my behalf to the Ministry of Technical and 
Higher Education, with reference to the 
Persons with Disability Act of 2011. They 
counselled me not to give up but to continue 
with my hard work. As a result of that, I also 
used various media platforms to advocate 
for all students with disabilities in the country 
who are attending universities or colleges 
P̂[O�[OL�HPT�VM�LUZ\YPUN�[OL`�ILULÄ[�MYVT�

[OL�:PLYYH�3LVUL�.V]LYUTLU[»Z�.YHU[�0U�(PK�
funding.

Unfortunately for me, at the end of the 
academic year all my grades were missing. 
I had to repeat my exams the following year.

However, one day, I was invited by One 
Family People (OFP), a local NGO, to chair 
a launching programme (HER CHOICE). 
During my statement, I explained the 
constraints students with disabilities are 
facing in terms of receiving scholarships at 
university and how I was almost excluded 
from the programme. Since that time, 
HER CHOICE has started sponsoring ten 
university ladies, including me.

Meanwhile, through the advocacy by 
Student with Special Needs (SWiSN), we 
OH]L�ILLU�HISL�[V�NL[�[OL�.YHU[�0U�(PK��6U�
the other hand, despite the struggles we go 
[OYV\NO�[V�HJJLZZ�[OL�.YHU[�0U�(PK��Z[\KLU[Z�
with albinism are not even recognised by 
university authorities as being eligible to 
access it, as they are not considered to be 
disabled.

Another challenge that students with 
disabilities are facing relates to the 
accommodation at universities and colleges. 
For the past years, the hostels have been 
closed, and some of us are living far away 
from the campus. For instance, I live at 
/HZ[PUNZ�HUK�ÄYZ[�OH]L�[V�[HRL�H�TV[VYIPRL�
taxi to Jui. From there, I have to board a 
commercial vehicle to IMAT Junction where 
I again use a motorbike taxi to get to the 
campus (FBC). For a day, I spend Le20,000 
($2) for transportation to and from FBC. 
Other students with disabilities are travelling 
from even further distances than me. There 
is both the challenge of accessing vehicles 
HUK�[OL�ÄUHUJPHS�JOHSSLUNL�VM�WH P̀UN�MHYLZ�

[V�KLHS� P̂[O��;OL�.YHU[�0U�(PK�JV]LYZ�V\Y�
university fees and nothing else. We also 
have to strive to buy our college materials, 
including online research resources.
4VYLV]LY��[OL�I\PSKPUNZ�HYL�UV[�KPZHIPSP[`�

MYPLUKS̀ �� LZWLJPHSS̀ � MVY� \Z� JY\[JO�\ZLYZ"�
most of the classes are taken upstairs. 
The main building at FBC where we take 
ZVTL� SLJ[\YLZ� OHZ� \W� [V� ZL]LU� ÅVVYZ��
Sometimes, we will be sitting down 
and all of a sudden, the lecturer will just 
ask us to move to another classroom or 
department. Getting down those stairs 
HUK�[YHUZMLYYPUN�PZ�]LY`�KPɉJ\S[�

The Executive Director of the Sierra 
Leone Association of Persons with 
Albinism (SLAPWA), who is also a person 
with albinism and a student at the 
Limkokwing University of Sierra Leone, 
has said that the challenges for students 
with albinism involve a lack of learning 
HPK�TH[LYPHSZ�Z\JO�HZ�THNUPÄLYZ��IPUVJ\SHYZ��
computer software for visually impaired 
people, lenses, broad font textbooks, 
sunglasses etc; the majority of those with 
albinism have visual challenges. He also 
said that they are facing discrimination at a 
higher level because society has stereotypic 
ideas about people living with albinism. 
Sometimes, people get scared to associate 
with them.

According to Elsie Yagbagie, a wheelchair 
\ZLY�HUK�HSZV�H�ZJOVVS�NVPUN�W\WPS�� ZVTL�
of the challenges she is going through at 
school are as follows. Firstly, the road to the 
school is bad, and sometimes she has no 
one to push the wheelchair; she therefore 
struggles to move it. This has caused her 
only wheelchair to get damaged, and she 
has no access to another one, so she is 
having to manage using the spoilt one to 
go to school. At one time, disabled students 
were given free wheelchairs, but now they 
must buy them, and they are very expensive. 
:LJVUKS̀ ��[OL�JSHZZYVVTZ�HYL�UV[�KPZHIPSP[`�
friendly; her wheelchair cannot climb the 
stairs unless her friends carry her, as the 
building does not have a ramp to allow entry 
to classrooms.

According to Bashiru Bah at FBC, a visually 
impaired student at the university, some of 
their challenges are as follows. There is the 
KPɉJ\S[`� VM� [YH]LS� [V� HUK� MYVT� \UP]LYZP[PLZ�
or colleges, as most of the students live far 
away from their campus. 

They don’t have personal guides or white 
JHULZ�� 3LHYUPUN� TH[LYPHSZ� HYL� PUHKLX\H[L�
– especially recorders, typewriters and 

compute rs . 
;OLYL�HYL�WYVISLTZ�̂ P[O�HJJLZZ"�P[�PZ�KPɉJ\S[�
for many students to climb long staircases 
to access classrooms. There are problems 
with access to prescribed braille textbooks. 
Bashiru Bah also noted that he has only 
known one female visually impaired student 
in the past ten years who has managed 
to overcome these challenges and attend 
Fourah Bay College. He has also seen a 
friend who wanted to pursue law drop out 
of college because there was no provision 
for them to do the course.

Those students with hearing impairments, 
epilepsy and mental disabilities are even 
more vulnerable when it comes to education 
at university level. There is absolutely no 
provision for them at university or college. 
They are permitted to go through primary 
and secondary school, and often they 
TLL[�[OL�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�[V�H[[LUK�\UP]LYZP[ �̀�
However, there are, for example, no sign 
language lecturers for those with hearing 
impairments, so they are completely barred 
from pursuing their education further.
-PUHSS̀ �� 0�^V\SK�UV[L�[OH[�ILPUN�H�JY\[JO�

\ZLY�PZ�]LY`�KPɉJ\S[�ILJH\ZL�[OL�NV]LYUTLU[�
is not issuing crutches.

By Fatmata Jalloh
Vice President.
Students With Special Needs (SWiSN).
Fourah Bay College.

All you have to do is write about the 
challenges you face on a daily basis. This 
JVTWL[P[PVU�OHZ�VUS̀ �[^V�WYPaLZ�¶�ÄYZ[�WYPaL�
is a laptop; second prize is a tablet. By 
submitting your work to the competition, 
you agree for it to be published in our report, 
which is distributed for free in Sierra Leone 
and abroad. Only winning submissions 
will be published. Only one submission is 

allowed per person. The submission must 
UV[�IL�TVYL�[OHU�[OYLL�(��ZPaL�WHNLZ��\ZPUN�
Arial font size 12. Please add your name 
and phone number to the body of the email 
when you submit. Submissions must be 
sent no later than the 16th of October 2020 
to info@practicaltoolsinitiative.org. 

Late submissions will not be accepted.

First prize: an HP Chromebook laptop – 
��PU�.��05;,3����./A��.)�9(4���.)�
SSD HD WEBCAM CHROME OS. 

Second prize: a Dragon Touch 10 Inch 
Android tablet, 2GB RAM 16GB ROM 
Storage.

Fatmata Jalloh

Are you a doctor, a nurse, a teacher, or just an ordinary 
citizen with challenges you want the world to know about? 

Win yourself a new laptop by writing 
about your workplace experiences or 
the challenges you face on a daily basis.



All you have to do is submit photos of 
everyday life in Sierra Leone. These could 
be of rural or urban life challenges or of 
wildlife. We are particularly interested in 
the daily challenges people face in Sierra 
Leone, and the country’s natural life. This 
JVTWL[P[PVU�OHZ�VUS̀ �[^V�WYPaLZ�¶�ÄYZ[�WYPaL�
PZ�H�*HUVU�7V^LYZOV[�:?���"�ZLJVUK�WYPaL�
is a Samsung WB350F. By submitting your 
photos to the competition, you agree for 
them to be published in our report or other 

publications. Our reports are distributed 
for free in Sierra Leone and abroad. Only 
winning submissions will be published. Only 
three photo submissions are allowed per 
person. Please add your name and phone 
number to the body of the email when you 
submit. Submissions must be sent no later 
than the 16th of October 2020 to info@
practicaltoolsinitiative.org. 

Late submissions will not be accepted.

First prize:�H�*HUVU�7V^LYZOV[�:?����
��47���_�AVVT�)YPKNL�*HTLYH�¶�)SHJR�

Second prize: a Samsung WB350F Smart 
Camera – White (16.3MP, Optical Image 
:[HIPSPZH[PVU����PUJO�3*+�

Are you a keen photographer – or just an ordinary citizen 
with a smartphone? 

Win yourself a new camera by 
submitting a photo of everyday life 
in Sierra Leone.
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Chair’s Introduction  Strategy & Plan 
It is my delight to welcome you to our 
2019–2020 Annual Report and Financial 
Statements. It is such an unprecedented 
period for us all with the current 
COVID-19 pandemic sweeping across 
the globe.

First, I would like to thank you all for your 
prayers and support for our work during 
this incredibly challenging time. I must also 
hasten to say that this year has been the 
busiest for us so far in our short history: 
we have been delivering some major 
community projects in water and sanitation 
in two regional settings, supplying key 
TLKPJHS� LX\PWTLU[� [V� OVZWP[HSZ� HUK�
clinics, reaching out to the disabled and 
disadvantaged, carrying out exciting 
building works, providing tools to skilled 
artisans, giving sports kits to community 
MVV[IHSS� JS\IZ�� HUK� VɈLYPUN� LK\JH[PVUHS�
support services to schools.
6[OLY� ZPNUPÄJHU[� HJOPL]LTLU[Z� K\YPUN�

the year included our work with our Swiss 
MYPLUKZ� VU� [OL� 4H[[Y\�VU�[OL�9HPS� ^H[LY�
and sanitation project, and our partnership 
work with CED (Christian Engineers in 
+L]LSVWTLU[�� ¶� ^L� KLSP]LYLK� V\Y� ÄYZ[�
project together, which was a community 
SPML�JOHUNPUN� ^H[LY� WYVQLJ[� H[� .IVURV�
Kasonga in Lungi, Northern Sierra Leone. 
Furthermore, just before the close of our 
operational year, we worked in partnership 
with the University of East London on a 
key project of Youth Empowerment and 
Capacity Building. This involved supporting 
ZLSM�HK]VJHJ`� HUK� JHWHJP[`� I\PSKPUN� MVY�
disadvantaged youths and communities 
PU� :PLYYH� 3LVUL�� PUJS\KPUN� ÄYZ[� PU[LY]LUPUN�
[V�WYV]PKL�*6=0+�� �LK\JH[PVUHS� Z\WWVY[�
and nutritional support for disabled and 
disadvantaged youths. The work with the 
University of East London was undertaken 
simultaneously with similar activities in 
AHTIPH�HUK�:V\[O�(MYPJH��HUK�[OL�^VYR�PU�
Sierra Leone enabled us to collect valuable 
data.

Our output this year was phenomenal, 
especially given that we have very small 
teams both in the UK and in Sierra Leone. 
6\Y�LɉJPLUJ`�HUK�LɈLJ[P]LULZZ�̂ LYL�T\JO�
improved, and I can only thank our UK 
and Sierra Leone teams. I especially thank 
our National Coordinator in Sierra Leone, 
Joseph Mbayoh, who did excellent work 
on our outreach and research activities and 

*6=0+�� �PU[LY]LU[PVUZ�
Nonetheless, we have encountered 

ZVTL� ]LY`� KPɉJ\S[� JOHSSLUNLZ�� P̂[O�
unsavoury state practices that hindered 
the implementation of one of our projects 
(details of which will be found in this report).

Notwithstanding these challenges, our 
highly successful work across all regions 
in the country has truly made us national, 
and we can only march forward with these 
JVTT\UP[`�[YHUZMVYTPUN� PU[LY]LU[PVUZ�� 0�
take this opportunity to thank all our partners 
at home and abroad who have worked with 
us over the year.

I look forward to another transformative 
year.

Practical Tools Initiative’s overall 
commitment remains the prevention 
RU�UHOLHI�RI�SRYHUW\�RU�¾QDQFLDO�KDUGVKLS�
anywhere in the world.

We do this by providing or assisting in the 
provision of education, training, healthcare 
projects and other necessary support 
designed to enable individuals, communities 
and institutions with a charitable need to 
achieve their goals.

We achieve our aims directly through our 
ZLY]PJLZ�HUK�[OYV\NO�PUÅ\LUJPUN�[OL�Z`Z[LT�
around them. We will continue to deliver 
to communities and to disadvantaged 
peoples across Sierra Leone, independent 
of any destructive political directive. 
We will continue to maintain our strong 
independence and take no prejudicial or 
political direction from anyone. We will 
stand up for the marginalised and expose 
the damaging policies and practices that 
drive people to destitution.

Our objects as a charity are designed to 
KLSP]LY�TH_PT\T�ILULÄ[�[V�[OL�WLVWSLZ�HUK�
communities we work with. In this regard, 
we work in partnerships with them, thereby 
making sure that they have a major input 
PU[V� [OL� KLJPZPVU�THRPUN� WYVJLZZLZ� HUK�
the developmental activities that we carry 
out. In reaching out to rural schools, for 
example, we work with teachers, parents 
and community leaders to make sure 
that what we deliver is appropriate. This 
approach has transformed the provision 
of services in rural areas; schools are 
WLYMVYTPUN� IL[[LY� P̂[O� [OL� OPNO�]HS\L�
educational resources we deliver, clinics 
are operating with absolute commitment 
with the medical aids and training support 
that we provide, destitute women are being 
lifted out of absolute poverty, and people 
living in disabled communes are given a 
route to escape a life of want by becoming 
independent income earners. This model 
of intervention is greatly valued by our 
implementation partners as it provides the 
TVZ[� KPYLJ[� HUK� WYHJ[PJHS� ILULÄ[� [V� [OL�
disadvantaged and their communities.

We are highly successful in delivering our 
projects because we have an unmatched 
approach to their monitoring and 
supervision; we hold individuals, institutions, 
communities and ourselves accountable.

All our aims and objectives will be achieved 
[OYV\NO�H�̂ LSS�LZ[HISPZOLK�WSHUUPUN�WYVJLZZ�

that gives us the impetus to tackle some of 
[OL�TVZ[�KPɉJ\S[��\UWVW\SHY�HUK�V]LYSVVRLK�
HYLHZ� VM� WVZ[�^HY� HUK� WVZ[�KPZHZ[LY�
rehabilitation and regeneration (such as 
education, destitution, unemployment, food 
security, and lack of access to water and 
sanitation). We are now working extensively 
P̂[O� L]PKLUJL�IHZLK� YLZLHYJO� [V� HSSV^�

us to approach these issues by not only 
providing material support and skills training 
but by also making sure that sustainability is 
planted within project delivery.
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These are our key 
objectives for the coming 
year (2020–21):

a) Maintain our current project 
activities in Sierra Leone to ensure 
that the neediest are reached (for 
example, providing clean and 
accessible water and sanitation for
marginalised communities).

b) Work to improve the lives of 
destitute children and young 
people through education
(for example, building a modern 
school for labouring children), 
advocacy and skills
training. This area of work will 
be one of our main priorities this 
year.

c) Continue to build our capacity 
in Sierra Leone to help implement 
and monitor activities and to 
create a coordinating centre for 
new projects.



Programme Director’s Report & Review  
Hello, and welcome to our annual report 
and review of activities. At the start of 
our operational year in August last year, 
it was impossible for anyone to imagine 
D� SDQGHPLF� WKDW� ZRXOG� UHGH¾QH� RXU�
global outlook on health and human 
development within a twelve-month
period.

2020 has totally transformed and 
repurposed national as well as organisational 
priorities, restructuring not only the way we 
work but also how we allocate resources 
to meet our basic needs and those of our 
communities.

Even in these unparalleled times, we 
reached a new level of achievement in our 
delivery programmes across the country, 
[OHURZ�[V�V\Y�OPNOS̀ �JVTTP[[LK�Z[HɈ��MYPLUKZ��
and partners. For example, we delivered two 
key water and sanitation projects in northern 
and southern Sierra Leone to some of the 
most neglected communities in the country. 

In addition, we started an exceedingly 
ZPNUPÄJHU[� JVTT\UP[`� LK\JH[PVU� JLU[YL�
WYVQLJ[�¶�H�TVKLS�SPIYHY`"�[OL�ÄYZ[�VM�P[Z�RPUK�PU�
the whole country. The library is destined to 
OVSK�Ä]L�[OV\ZHUK�IVVRZ��JVTW\[LYZ� P̂[O�
internet access, projectors, documentary 
ÄSTZ�� OLHS[O� HUK� ZHUP[H[PVU� LK\JH[PVU�
resources, and a meeting place for the 
community. This library, located in Manowa, 
will serve several schools, healthcare 
centres and communities in two chiefdoms. 
We are setting the highest standards in the 
WYV]PZPVU�VM�X\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�PU�[OL�JV\U[Y �̀�
and we are determined to make it a catalyst 
for planned library projects for the coming 
years.

One of the other standout achievements 
of the year was the delivery of science lab 
LX\PWTLU[� [V� [OYLL� THQVY� ZJOVVSZ� PU� [OL�
Western Area. We delivered key science 
SHI� LX\PWTLU[� MVY� IPVSVN �̀� JOLTPZ[Y`� HUK�
physics to the Freetown Secondary School 

for Girls, The Methodist Girls’ High School, 
and the Prince of Wales Secondary School. 
;OPZ� PZ� PU� WHY[�M\SÄSTLU[� VM� ZVTL� VM� V\Y�
pledges to transform science education in 
the entire country. We target responsible 
schools with the capacity to accountably 
manage valuable learning resources for 
[OL� ILULÄ[� VM� [OLPY� W\WPSZ�� ;HYNL[PUN� [^V�
girls’ schools in Freetown is also a clear 
recognition of our aim to improve girls’ 
participation in the sciences.

This year we continued with the provision of 
skills training and professional tools, mobility 
aids and business support services to 
destitute single mothers. We also continued 
providing sports items, including football 
kits, to schools and community football 
teams. We also worked with hospitals and 
TH[LYUP[`�JSPUPJZ��̂ OLYL�̂ L�KLSP]LYLK�T\JO�
ULLKLK�TLKPJHS� LX\PWTLU[� [V� OVZWP[HSZ�� 0�
am extremely proud of the work of Practical 
Tools Initiative in Sierra Leone.

These successes, nevertheless, did 
not come without some very serious 
challenges. For example, a piece of land 
that was allocated to the construction of a 
model primary school for labouring children, 
PUJS\KPUN�Z[VUL�IYLHRLYZ�HUK�OH^RLYZ��^HZ�
encroached upon by the Deputy Minister 
for Local Government in Sierra Leone, 
^OV� ZLU[� TPSP[HY`� VɉJLYZ� [V� KLTVSPZO�
construction pillars that our contractor had 
erected. This was a major setback for the 
provision of education for street children in 
[OL� JV\U[Y �̀� @V\� P̂SS� ÄUK�KL[HPSZ� VM� [OPZ� PU�
our report, especially in the Special Edition 
report, which will be distributed nationally in 
Sierra Leone. The Special Edition will focus 
on disadvantaged children, disability rights 
and our planned response to them in the 
coming 2020–2021 operational year.

In the meantime, please see our detailed 
report of activities in Sierra Leone.
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-DPHV�)DOODK�:LOOLDPV�_�3URJUDPPH�'LUHFWRU�_�3UDFWLFDO�7RROV�,QLWLDWLYH
'HOLYHULQJ�D�GHÀEULOODWRU�DQG�RWKHU�PHGLFDO�HTXLSPHQW�WR�WKH�0DFDXOD\�+RVSLWDO�LQ�&HQWUDO�)UHHWRZQ

Many thanks again to all our teams and partners. 
Your support is extremely important for our work.

“

“
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The water tower

Water & Sanitation
Access to WASH 
(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) 
Facilities: 
Mattru-on-the-Rail Disability Camp, 
Southern Sierra Leone

This is perhaps the boldest water and 
sanitation project we have undertaken yet. 

The key elements of the project were 
to provide safe drinking water by drilling a 
borehole powered by solar panels to a water 
tank to supply seven tap points in the war 
amputees’ camp. Furthermore, the project 
was to provide twenty separate latrines 
[V� LHZL� [OL� HJ\[L�WYVISLT�VM� V]LYÅV P̂UN�
sanitation facilities in the camp. Moreover, 
[OL� WYVQLJ[� ^HZ� HPTLK� H[� WYV]PKPUN� MVVK�
growing support to the community to help 
relieve challenging food shortages in the 
JHTW� HUK� LUJV\YHNL� PUJVTL�NLULYH[PVU�
through the sale of the excess food they 
grow in the community. Another additional 
aspect of the project was to encourage 
PUJVTL�NLULYH[PUN� ZRPSSZ� [YHPUPUN� [OYV\NO�
the provision of professional tools and 
LX\PWTLU[�� HUK� [YHPU� MV\Y� ]VS\U[LLYZ� [V�
maintain, repair and take care of the water 
and sanitation systems in the camp to 
support up to 800 people. 
;OL�^VYR�Z[HY[LK�PU�:LW[LTILY���� ��;OL�

WYVQLJ[�^HZ�\UPX\L�UV[�VUS̀ �ILJH\ZL�VM�P[Z�
[OYLL�WYVUNLK� HWWYVHJO� [V� JVTT\UP[`�
rehabilitation through water, sanitation and 
PUJVTL�NLULYH[PVU�� I\[� HSZV� ILJH\ZL� VM�
[OL�Z[H[\Z�VM�[OL�ILULÄJPHYPLZ��^OV�HYL�^HY�
victims secluded from the general population 
and abandoned in an isolated camp together 
with their families by the government. These 
are people who were brutally hacked by 
warring factions in Sierra Leone’s civil war. 
Their seclusion from the general population 
and their total abandonment immediately 
after the civil war is one of the cruellest social 
policy implementations by any government 
towards the end of the twentieth century.
;VKH �̀�[OL�YLZPKLU[Z�VM�4H[[Y\�VU�[OL�

9HPS� HYL� LUQV P̀UN� HU� \UPU[LYY\W[LK� ÅV^� VM�
clean, safe drinking water, pumped from 
100 metres down and supplied to seven 
strategically located water points (tap 
points). The residents also have new latrines 
in the camp. Support was also provided 
MVY� MVVK�NYV P̂UN�� P̂[O� WYVMLZZPVUHS� [VVSZ�
KLSP]LYLK�[V�ZRPSSLK�HY[PZHUZ�MVY�ZLSM�YLSPHUJL�
[OYV\NO�PUJVTL�NLULYH[PVU�
We will look at each of the three aspects of 
the project – the provision of water, sanitation 
HUK�MVVK�NYV P̂UN�Z\WWVY[��

(M[LY� [OL�KYPSSPUN�^HZ�JVTWSL[L��H�Å\YY`�VM�
activities was undertaken on the water 
tower between January and February 2020.
;OL�[V^LY�^HZ�ÄUHSS̀ �ÄUPZOLK�PU�-LIY\HY`�

and was painted with the colours chosen by 

community members themselves. They are 
so proud of the installation that they painted 
the tower in the national colours of green, 
white and blue! After completion of all 
activities, the water system was turned on 
for a test run to supply the seven tap points 
across the camp. The gravity feed from the 
tank was impressive – the tower was raised 
ZPNUPÄJHU[S̀ � [V� LUZ\YL� [OH[� [OL� [HW� WVPU[Z�
that were further away received stronger 
^H[LY�ÅV �̂

Aspect One: 
Water Borehole Specification
Dept: 100 metres
Submersible pump level: 84.5m
Depth of water: 15.5m from 100m
Number of taps: 7
Tank capacity: 10,000 litres

Three large solar 
panels providing
power to the
submersible pump.

10,000-litre water 
tank to
supply seven tap 
points.

Intake pipe from 
theborehole to the 
tank.

Pipe supplying 
seven taps across 
the camp.

Highly secure 
storage with steel 
door and locks
protecting 
equipment from
damage and theft.

Borehole and 
access to 
submersible pump. 
This is also highly 
secure with its own 
steel cover and 
lock.

2XU�ERUHKROH�WHDP�KDG�D�OLWWOH�GDQFH�LQ�WKH�PXG�EHIRUH�ÀQDOO\�DUULYLQJ�DW�
WKH�VLWH��ZKHUH�WKH�KHDY\�HTXLSPHQW�GULOOHG�RYHUQLJKW�WR�DFKLHYH�D����P�
GHSWK�WR�DFFHVV�SXUH�ZDWHU�
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The Impact of the Project on Education

Sanitation EducationThe Impact of the Project on
Sanitation, Health and Wellbeing

In the amputee community, the responsibility 
for the collection of water for household 
use has long fallen on the children or able 
partners of amputees.

This is because the parents or partners
who are amputees are unable to carry water 
in containers. Before the borehole project 
was initiated, many children spent up to four 
hours each day collecting water from the 
swamp or from neighbouring communities, 
especially during the dry season. As a result 
of this responsibility, many were missing 
school – especially as attending a junior or 
secondary school itself involves walking at 
SLHZ[�Ä]L�TPSLZ�

The project has completely transformed 
this situation, as more and more children 
HYL� UV^� HISL� [V� WHY[PJPWH[L� PU� M\SS�[PTL�
education without interruption.

The families in the community now have 
water at their doorsteps!

,_PZ[PUN�OHUK�K\N�^LSSZ�PU�[OL�JHTW�^LYL��
contaminated by sewer seepage from the
SH[YPULZ��̂ OPJO�̂ LYL�M\SS�VY�ULHY�V]LYÅV P̂UN��
ZOHSSV �̂�\USPULK��HUK�V]LY�ÄM[LLU�`LHYZ�VSK��
This problem has been the main source of 
MYLX\LU[� IYLHRV\[Z� VM� KPHYYOVLH�� [`WOVPK�
and other associated diseases caused by 
faecal pathogens.

Good hygiene and sanitation training 
were an integral part of the project, and 
all community members were involved.
This wholistic approach to project delivery 
is totally transformative. The camp has 

rapidly changed in just six months. The 
occupants are still in awe of what is being 
done for them. They have been neglected 
for so long.

In addition to the borehole, we provided 
twenty separate latrines (two per pit) for the
community. These latrines were lined with 
concrete to prevent seepage (as seen 
above). Each pit is located by the building 
to facilitate easy emptying by vacuum 
trucks from the regional city for Bo. This is 
[OL� ÄYZ[� [PTL� H� Z`Z[LT� SPRL� [OPZ� OHZ�ILLU�
implemented in a secluded settlement in 
the country.

Right at the start of the excavation, we 
discovered highly contaminated surface 
^H[LY� Q\Z[� Ä]L� VY� ZP_� MLL[� \UKLY�� ;OPZ��
though surprising, helped us to place the 
last jigsaw puzzle piece to the data we had 
collected – that, indeed, all existing unlined 
HUK�M\SS�[V�JHWHJP[`�SH[YPULZ�PU�[OL�JHTW�OHK�
ILLU�JVU[HTPUH[PUN�[OL�JHTW»Z�OHUK�K\N�
wells, and had been the main cause of the 
prevalence of waterborne diseases in the 
camp.

We discussed this and redrew the plan 
for the latrines. The new plan involved 
concreting and screeding the base of all the 
pits and then lining the walls with concrete 
blocks and plastering them with waterproof 
TH[LYPHS��;OPZ�OHK�[OYLL�LɈLJ[Z!����JVU[HPUPUN�
water within the latrines and stopping it 
percolating into the old wells, 2) facilitating 
emptying the latrines when they are full, 
using vacuum trucks from the city, and 3) 
upholding good environmental standards 
and protecting the health and wellbeing of 
the camp’s occupants. The new latrines 
will last up to four times longer than the 
old ones. The borehole and the latrines are 
now transforming the health and wellbeing 
of the community, and we will monitor the 
occurrence of any waterborne diseases in 
the camp. We will then compare the data 
P̂[O�WYL�WYVQLJ[�PUMVYTH[PVU�JVSSLJ[LK�

The provision of water and sanitation in 
an isolated and destitute settlement was 
VUS̀ � VUL� WHY[� VM� [OL� ^VYR� [V� LX\PW� [OL�
community. The third aspect of the project 
^HZ� [OL� WYV]PZPVU� VM� Z\WWVY[� MVY� MVVK�
NYV P̂UN�[V�LUHISL�ZLSM�Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`�MVY�[OL�
amputees and their families in the camp. 
This was intended to make sure that the 
community is empowered and enabled to 
grow food both for their own consumption 
and to sell in the local market.

This will be a way of generating income 
for community expenditures in repairing the 
water and sanitation systems. 

This third aspect of the project itself had 
three components:

a) Provision of support for food-growing
We delivered ten goats and four sheep. 

The community were to raise them as a 
source of protein and also as a source of 
income for the community.

b) Provision of seeds
We provided seeds for the community to
grow peanuts for the local market. Just at 

the start of the rainy season, the community 
LTIHYRLK� VU� MVVK�NYV P̂UN� HJ[P]P[PLZ� [OH[�
brought everyone together.

c) Delivery of professional and skills 
training tools to the amputees
>L�KLSP]LYLK�OPNO�X\HSP[`�WYVMLZZPVUHS�HUK�

skills training tools to skilled amputees and 
to those disabled people who are learning 
new skills. This was aimed at empowering 
disabled people so that they do not have 
to rely on begging on the streets to earn a 
living.
>L� KLSP]LYLK� ZL]LU� X\HSP[`� ZL P̂UN�

machines to a skills training workshop run 
by a leg amputee to help train a group of 
female trainees.

We have reserved enough tools to give 
a set of tools to anyone who successfully 
completes a training programme. This 
PU[LY]LU[PVU� PZ� SPML�JOHUNPUN�� WHY[PJ\SHYS̀ �
for disabled female participants, some of 
whom are single parents.

Aspect Two: 
Sanitation New Latrines

Aspect Three: 
Provision of Support for Food- 
Growing and Income-Generating 
Skills
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H
is Excellency The President of the Republic of Sierra Leone,

Brig. Rtd. Julius M
aada Bio, 

State H
ouse, 

State Avenue, Tow
er H

ill, 
Freetow

n, Sierra Leone.

13th January 2020

Dear Sir, 

I am
 w

riting to inform
 you that the Deputy M

inister for Local G
overnm

ent and Rural Developm
ent, M

rs M
elrose Kargbo, has brutally 

evicted a local NG
O

, Practical Tools Initiative, from
 the land the com

m
unity people at No2 River, W

estern Freetow
n, had allocated for the 

JVUZ[Y\J[PVU�VM�[OL�ÄYZ[�W\YWVZL�I\PS[�WYPT
HY`�ZJOVVS�MVY�^

VYRPUN�JOPSKYLU�¶�HU�PUKLWLUKLU[�LK\JH[PVU�WYV]PZPVU�PU�Z\WWVY[�VM�`V\Y�MYLL��
X\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�WYVNYHT

T
L�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL��

0U�6
J[VILY�������7YHJ[PJHS�;VVSZ�0UP[PH[P]L�T

HKL�H�WSLKNL�[V�Z\WWVY[�[OL�NV]LYUT
LU[»Z�MYLL��X\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�̂

P[O�LK\JH[PVUHS�YLZV\YJLZ�[V�
[OL�]HS\L�VM�����T

�UH[PVUHSS̀�V]LY�H�MV\Y�`LHY�WLYPVK��0U�HKKP[PVU�[V�[OPZ��HZ�[OL�SHYNLZ[�PUKLWLUKLU[�WYV]PKLY�VM�LK\JH[PVUHS�Z\WWVY[�ZLY]PJLZ�
in Sierra Leone, w

e currently hold new
 m

edical textbooks w
orth nearly $800,000 – enough to support all m

edical training institutions in the 
JV\U[Y�̀�-\Y[OLYT

VYL��^
L�OH]L�Q\Z[�ZOPWWLK�H�JVU[HPULY�VM�ZJPLUJL�SHI�LX\PWT

LU[�HUK�[VVSZ�MVY�ZJOVVSZ�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL�

The school construction project at No2 River Com
m

unity in W
estern Freetow

n, w
hich only started a few

 w
eeks ago, w

as savagely 
interrupted by the Deputy M

inister for Local G
overnm

ent and Rural Developm
ent, w

ho sent vandals to dem
olish the pillars at night, as can 

be seen from
 the photos above. The destruction w

as brutal and alarm
ing; even the steel rods necessary for construction w

ere stolen from
 

the site. O
n the m

orning after the incident, she sent a group of people to intim
idate construction w

orkers – she told them
 on the phone that 

if anyone erected any other structures apart from
 hers on the land, she w

ould send people from
 the m

inistry to dem
olish them

. O
n the 7th 

VM�1HU\HY`�������[OL�+LW\[`�4
PUPZ[LY�HNHPU�ZLU[�HYT

`�Vɉ
JLYZ�[V�[OL�ZP[L�[V�KPN�HUK�Z[HY[�JVUZ[Y\J[PUN�H�ZOLK�[OLYL�

;OL�ZJOVVS�PZ�H�T
HQVY�WYVQLJ[�[V�WYV]PKL�MYLL��\UPU[LYY\W[LK�WYPT

HY`�LK\JH[PVU�VM�HU�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�Z[HUKHYK�MVY�Z[VUL�IYLHRLY�JOPSKYLU��JOPSK�
OH^

RLYZ�HUK�KPZHISLK�JOPSKYLU��0[�PZ�H�\UPX\L�WYVQLJ[�[OH[�JVT
IPULZ�[OL�WYV]PZPVU�VM�\S[YHT

VKLYU�WYPT
HY`�LK\JH[PVU�̂

P[O�[OL�\ZL�VM�H�T
VKLS�

MHJPSP[`�[OH[�̂
PSS�HSZV�JVU[HPU�JVT

W\[LYZ�HUK�H�SHYNL�SPIYHY`�OVSKPUN�V]LY�Ä]L�[OV\ZHUK�UL^
�IVVRZ��;OL�ZJOVVS�̂

PSS�HSZV�OH]L�P[Z�V^
U�PU�OV\ZL�

dispensary to provide m
edical support services to w

orking children, w
ho often carry horrendous injuries as a result of the hard labour they 

undertake every day.

The land w
as given to Practical Tools Initiative by the local com

m
unity in 2018 to construct the school. In Decem

ber 2018, w
e visited w

ith 
H�<2�]VS\U[LLY�HYJOP[LJ[�HUK�Z\Y]L`VY�[V�KYH^

�H�WSHU�MVY�[OL�ZJOVVS��0U�+LJLT
ILY���� ��^

L�ZPNULK�H�4
LT

VYHUK\T
�VM�<UKLYZ[HUKPUN�

w
ith the com

m
unity to start w

orking on the plot to build the school. A w
eek before w

ork started, the Deputy M
inister sent people to erect 

beacons on the plot to claim
 it. In fact, the beacons carried the G

overnm
ent of Sierra Leone inscription (as seen in the photos below

). She 
w

as claim
ing the land on behalf of the G

overnm
ent of Sierra Leone, but for her to build a private property there for herself. I w

ent to see 
OLY�PU�OLY�Vɉ

JL�
P̂[O�[OL�SVJHS�/LHKT

HU�VM�[OL�5V��*VT
T
\UP[�̀�^

OLYL�0�L_WSHPULK�[V�OLY�[OL�W\YWVZL�VM�[OL�WYVQLJ[��>
P[OPU�KH`Z��ZOL�ZLU[�

people at night to dem
olish all the pillars that had been put up by our contractor.

This is a m
ajor blow

 for destitute children in Sierra Leone. You m
ay be aw

are that, today, Sierra Leone’s rate of extrem
e child poverty and 

child illiteracy is the highest in W
est Africa and am

ong the highest in the w
orld. Children as young as four years old are being fed drugs and 

\ZLK�HZ�PUJVT
L�LHYULYZ��^

VYRPUN�L[LYUHSS̀�PU�Z[VUL�X\HYYPLZ�HUK�HZ�O\Z[SLYZ�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[Z��;OLZL�L_[YLT
LS̀�`V\UN�JOPSKYLU�HYL�VM[LU�ZLLU�

JHYY
P̀UN�[YH`Z�VM�YV[[PUN�MY\P[Z�HUK�KLO`KYH[LK�]LNL[HISLZ�[V�ZLSS�[V�WHZZLYZ�I`�VU�[OL�OPNO^

H
�̀�4

HU`�JHYY`�]PZPISL�ZPNUZ�VM�2^
HZOPVYRVY"�

T
HSU\[YP[PVU�WYVK\JLK�I`�ZL]LYL�WYV[LPU�KLÄJPLUJ

�̀

These are the children w
e are building the school for. And for the Deputy M

inister for Local G
overnm

ent and Rural Developm
ent to 

dishonourably use state pow
ers to cruelly deprive destitute children of this opportunity is despicable. It is deeply disturbing and reprehensible; 

P[�NYV[LZX\LS̀�\UKLYT
PULZ�[OL�]LY`�JVUJLW[�VM�`V\Y�MYLL��X\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�WYVNYHT

T
L�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL�

Sir, it took us tw
o years to raise funds in the UK to start building the school. For the deputy m

inister to arbitrarily use state pow
ers to destroy 

[OPZ�O\NLS̀�ZPNUPÄJHU[�UH[PVUHS�WYVQLJ[�\UKLYT
PULZ�HU`�JP]PS�HUK�KLT

VJYH[PJ�JYLKLUJL�̂
L�HPT

�MVY�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL��0[�PZ�WYVMV\UKS̀�\UZL[[SPUN�
HUK�KLWSVYHISL"�^

OH[�ZVY[�VM�PUZ[P[\[PVUZ�HYL�^
L�I\PSKPUN&�;OPZ�HI\ZL�VM�WV^

LY�ZOV\SK�UV[�IL�HSSV^
LK�[V�KLZ[YV`�[OL�SP]LZ�VM�L_[YLT

LS̀�
vulnerable children in our country.

W
e have m

ade a form
al report to the Sierra Leone Police at Adonkia Police Station in W

estern Freetow
n. They have visited the site, taken 

photographs, interview
ed local people and collected evidence.

(Z�H�<2�YLNPZ[LYLK�JOHYP[�̀�[VV��M\UKLK�I`�<2�[H_WH`LYZ��^
L�HYL�JVW

P̀UN�[OPZ�SL[LY�[V�[OL�<2»Z�7YPT
L�4

PUPZ[LY��)VYPZ�1VOUZVU��;OL�<2�
.
V]LYUT

LU[�PZ�[OL�SHYNLZ[�Z\WWVY[LY�VM�MYLL��X\HSP[`�LK\JH[PVU�PU�:PLYYH�3LVUL��HUK�^
L�OH]L�[OLYLMVYL�JVWPLK�PU�;OL�9[�/VU��(SVR�:OHYT

H��
the UK Secretary of State for International Developm

ent. W
e have also copied in our local M

P, Suella Braverm
an; her constituents, including 

m
y fam

ily, are contributors to the project.

Sir, I have also copied in the follow
ing m

inisters in Sierra Leone: M
inister of Lands, Country Planning and the Environm

ent, M
inister of Social 

>
LSMHYL��.

LUKLY�HUK�*OPSKYLU»Z�(ɈHPYZ��HUK�4
PUPZ[LY�VM�7YPT

HY`�HUK�:LJVUKHY`�,K\JH[PVU�

I have attached to this letter the full plan for the school.

I look forw
ard to hearing from

 you.

Yours sincerely,

1HT
LZ�-HSSHO�>

PSSPHT
Z

Program
m

e Director
Practical Tools initiative
16 Pedro Drive, Kam

ayam
a

Lum
ley

Freetow
n.

Dr Denis Sandy
M

inister for Lands, 
H

ousing & C
ountry Planning 

3rd Floor Youyi Building
)YVVRÄLSKZ�-YLL[V^

U�

14th February 2020

Dear Dr Sandy,

R
e: N

o2 R
iver C

om
m

unity S
chool &

 the D
eputy M

inister for Local G
overnm

ent, M
rs M

elrose K
argbo.

0�HT
�KLSPNO[LK�[OH[�^

L�OH]L�ÄUHSS̀�T
L[�PU�[OL�^

H`�^
L�KPK�K\YPUN�T

`�]PZP[�[V�`V\Y�Vɉ
JL�VU�4

VUKH
�̀�^

OLYL�^
L�^

LYL�LUNHNLK�PU�H�UV[�ZV�
cordial conversation.

4
`�]PZP[�[V�`V\Y�Vɉ

JL�^
HZ�H�MVSSV^

�\W�[V�T
`�SL[[LY�[V�[OL�7YLZPKLU[�PU�YLSH[PVU�[V�[OL�5V��*VT

T
\UP[`�:JOVVS�HUK�[OL�+LW\[`�T

PUPZ[LY�MVY�
3VJHS�.

V]LYUT
LU[��4

YZ�4
LSYVZL�2HYNIV��0U�[OL�ÄYZ[�ZLJVUKZ�VM�V\Y�JVU]LYZH[PVU��`V\�HJJ\ZLK�T

L�VM�ILPUN�H�ºSHUK�NYHIILY»�HUK�Z[H[LK�
that the M

oU w
ith the com

m
unity w

as a ‘fake’. W
hen I challenged you on this, you backtracked, stating that you had not called m

e a ‘land 
grabber’, but that I am

 aiding and abetting land grabbing. I further challenged you on this, and said that if you think that I am
 aiding and 

abetting land grabbing, then you should take m
e to court.

0�OH]L�[OL�WSLHZ\YL�VM�KLÄUPUN�^
OH[�SHUK�NYHIIPUN�PZ�PU�[OPZ�JVU[L_[!�P[�PZ�^

OLU�`V\�\ZL�Z[H[L�WV^
LYZ�HUK�H\[OVYP[`�[V�\USH^

M\SS̀�[HRL�H^
H`�

SHUK�MYVT
�[OL�WV^

LYSLZZ�MVY�`V\Y�V^
U�WLYZVUHS�ILULÄ[��;OPZ�PZ�^

OH[�[OL�+LW\[`�4
PUPZ[LY�MVY�3VJHS�.

V]LYUT
LU[��4

YZ�4
LSYVZL�2HYNIV�OHZ�

done to the No2 com
m

unity, and it is reprehensible by any standard.

The Deputy M
inster used the local headm

an, and she w
ent on to erect beacons w

ith the G
overnm

ent of Sierra Leone’s inscription on them
, 

I\[�
P̂[O�[OL�HPT

�VM�I\PSKPUN�H�WYP]H[L�WYVWLY[`�[OLYL�MVY�OLYZLSM��>
OV�PZ�HPKPUN�HUK�HIL[[PUN�SHUK�NYHIIPUN�OLYL&

It is understandable that in a case like this, you are supporting your colleague m
inister, w

ho has behaved in such a naive and politically 
dam

aging w
ay. I had m

et her and told her about the project a w
eek before she erected those beacons. The fact that she sent m

ilitary 
Vɉ

JLYZ�[V�KLT
VSPZO�V\Y�WPSSHYZ�H[�UPNO[�PZ�HZ�JV^

HYKS̀�HZ�P[�PZ�H�NYV[LZX\L�HUK�WYPT
P[P]L�L_LYJPZL�VM�Z[H[L�WV^

LYZ��LZWLJPHSS̀�PU�[OPZ�T
VKLYU�

day and age.

@V\�[VSK�T
L�PU�V\Y�JVU]LYZH[PVU�[OH[�[OL�SHUK�PU�X\LZ[PVU�^

HZ�NV]LYUT
LU[�SHUK��5V

�̂�^
OPJO�PZ�[OL�YPNO[�[OPUN�[V�KV!�HSSVJH[L�H�WPLJL�VM�

NV]LYUT
LU[�SHUK�MVY�JVT

T
\UP[`�\ZL��VY�HSSVJH[L�P[�[V�H�WLYZVUHS�MYPLUK�MVY�[OLPY�WYP]H[L�WYVWLY[`&

You are the M
inister for Land, Housing and Country Planning. Have you reserved any land in this particular section of the W

estern Area 
MVY�OLHS[OJHYL��LK\JH[PVU��HUK�YLJYLH[PVU&�*HU�0�HZZ\T

L�`V\�HYL�H^
HYL�[OH[�OLH]PS̀�WYLNUHU[�^

VT
LU�HYL�Z[PSS�ILPUN�JHYYPLK�VU�T

V[VYIPRL�
[H_PZ�MVY�T

PSLZ�[V�[OL�ULHYLZ[�T
H[LYUP[`�JSPUPJ&�(UK�[OH[�MYVT

�:\ZZL_�[V�;VRLO��JVT
T
\UP[`�WLVWSL�OH]L�[V�[HRL�[OLPY�Ä]L�`LHY�VSKZ�[V�^

VYR�
PU�ÄLSKZ��VU�[OL�Z[YLL[Z�HUK�PU�Z[VUL�X\HYYPLZ�ILJH\ZL�[OLYL�HYL�UV�JVT

T
\UP[`�ZJOVVSZ�[V�[HRL�[OLT

�[V&�+LZWP[L�[OLZL�MHJ[Z��`V\�OH]L�
allocated a piece of governm

ent land to your colleague m
inister w

hile children in those com
m

unities go uneducated. Is this your w
ay of 

JV\U[Y`�WSHUUPUN&

@V\�HYL�WPJRPUN�H�ÄNO[�
P̂[O�[OL�^

YVUN�T
HU��0�OH]L�[V�HK]PZL�`V\�PU�HK]HUJL�[OH[�^

L�HYL�J\YYLU[S̀�T
HRPUN�H�KVJ\T

LU[HY`�VU�V\Y�^
VYR�

in Sierra Leone for an international m
edia organisation, and this issue w

ill feature in that program
m

e. Furtherm
ore, the No2 case w

ill be 
published in the United Kingdom

 in the next com
ing w

eeks. It is m
y duty to defend the neglected children of Sierra Leone, and it w

as 
fascinating that in our conversation you couldn’t articulate your thoughts on the m

atter. And it w
as com

pletely out of place and risible w
hen 

`V\�ÅHURLK�̀V\YZLSM�̂
P[O�ZP_�HYT

LK�T
PSP[HY`�Vɉ

JLYZ�̂
P[O�(2��Z�̂

OLU�̀V\�̂
LYL�[HSRPUN�̂

P[O�T
L��>

OH[�̂
LYL�̀V\�HMYHPK�VM&�(M[LY�HSS��̂

L�̂
LYL�

having a conversation.

You rightly described our projects as ‘fantastic’, but w
ent on to say that I m

ust tell the governm
ent w

hat I am
 doing in the country. Have 

`V\�ZWVRLU�[V�`V\Y�MLSSV^
�T
PUPZ[LYZ�PU�LK\JH[PVU��OLHS[O��ZWVY[Z��HUK�ZVJPHS�^

LSMHYL�HIV\[�^
OH[�^

L�KV&�5V[
P̂[OZ[HUKPUN��^

L�KVU»[�ULLK�
T
PKKSLT

LU"�^
L�HYL�PUKLWLUKLU[�HUK�ZLSM�Z\ɉ

JPLU[�

I am
 looking forw

ard to reading your report to the Chief M
inister. I have copied him

 in in this letter. I have also copied in the Social W
elfare 

M
inister.

Thanks,

1HT
LZ�-HSSHO�>

PSSPHT
Z

Program
m

e Director
Practical Tools initiative
16 Pedro Drive, Kam

ayam
a

Lum
ley

Freetow
n.

'
HP

ROLVKHG�SLOODUV�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW

7KH�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO

1
HZ

�SRVWV�HUHFWHG�E\�WKH�'
HSXW\�0

LQLVWHU�IRU�/RFDO�*
RYHUQP

HQW�	
�5
XUDO�

'
HYHORSP

HQW��0
UV�0

HOURVH�.
DUJER
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Water and Sanitation for Gbonka Kasonga Village in Lungi, 
Northern Sierra Leone

Gbonka Kasonga Village in Northern Sierra 
Leone was one of the communities to 
receive a deep borehole.   
The borehole serves the whole community 
and the local school.  
This work was undertaken together with 
our partner, CED (Christian Engineers in 
Development). CED also provided the 
technical detailing and support.
Left: This is the spring where the community 
used to get their drinking water from. It was 
also the place for bathing and washing of 
clothes.  
Right: The new borehole is now providing 
clean and pure drinking water for the 
community. This is a major outcome for 
the people who have endured persistent 
outbreaks of waterborne diseases.  

  
One of the outstanding 
interventions of the year was 
in education. This, of course, 
is one of our ‘traditional’ areas 
of support over the past seven 
years, and we have helped to 
transform schools and higher 
learning institutions, including 
medical training colleges. 

This year was no exception. We 
KLSP]LYLK� OPNO�Z[HUKHYK� ZJPLUJL�
SHI�LX\PWTLU[�[V�[OYLL�RL`�ZJOVVSZ�
PU�-YLL[V^U�HZ�H�MVSSV^�\W�[V�[OL�
science textbooks we had given to 
them the previous year. Each of the 
schools had received 1000 new 
science textbooks as part of our 
covert operation to bring science 
education back into schools 

across Sierra Leone. In many 
of the schools where we have 
KLSP]LYLK�SHI�LX\PWTLU[��ZVTL�VM�
the students, though in the GCSE 
class, had never previously seen 
YLHS�SHI�LX\PWTLU[��

This year, we targeted girls’ 
schools including FSSG (Freetown 
:LJVUKHY`�:JOVVS�MVY�.PYSZ��� �����
and MGHS (Methodist Girls’ High 
School (1880)). 

When we visited FSSG to 
WYLZLU[� [OL� SHI� LX\PWTLU[�� ^LSS�
over 1000 students were already 
JVUNYLNH[LK�PU�[OL�ZJOVVS�ZX\HYL�
for the school assembly. 

Science lab equipment presented to Freetown Secondary School for Girls (FSSG) and Methodist Girls’ High School in Freetown. 

Presenting Science Lab Equipment to The Prince of Wales School

We can proudly 
say that we 
are the largest 
independent 
providers of 
educational 
support services 
in Sierra Leone. 

“
“

Education
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In addition to the delivery of 
science lab equipment, and as 
part of our educational support 
services provision, one of the 
lead projects we started during 
the year was the construction of 
a model community education 
centre in Manowa, Eastern 
Sierra Leone.

;OPZ� PZ� [OL� ÄYZ[� JVTT\UP[`�
library of its kind in Sierra Leone. 
;OL� SPIYHY �̀� ^OLU� ÄUPZOLK�� P̂SS�
hold 5000 books (including 
medical textbooks for maternity 
and community medical 
practitioners, with additional 
medical information services 
supporting the Kailahun District), 

computers with internet access, 
printers, projectors, and sections 
MVY� KVJ\TLU[HY`� ÄSTZ� VU� OLHS[O��
the environment and wildlife. The 
SPIYHY`�̂ PSS�IL�LX\PWWLK�[V�[OL�TH_��
and it will serve as a focal point for 
community education for several 
chiefdoms in the Kailahun District.  

:KHQ�¾QLVKHG��WKH�VWXG\�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�OLEUDU\�ZLOO�ORRN�OLNH�WKLV

Construction of the library in progress

More construction images

Community Education Centre – 
The Manowa Library
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One of the major projects that 
we also intended to start this 
year was the construction of a 
model primary school for street 
children in Freetown.
;OL�ZJOVVS�^HZ�[V�IL�[OL�ÄYZ[�VM�

its kind in the country, combining 
the provision of international 
standard primary education, a 
W\YWVZL�I\PS[�SPIYHY`�OVSKPUN������
books, computers with internet 
access, and a medical centre for 
injured working children.  

Unfortunately, just as we started 
construction, the Deputy Minister 
for Local Government, Mrs 
Melrose Kargbo, encroached on 

[OL�SHUK��HUK�ZLU[�TPSP[HY`�VɉJLYZ�
to demolish the pillars contractors 
had already constructed.  This 
is such a setback for working 
children.  

Details of this are reported in 
our Special Report publication, 
to be distributed in Sierra Leone. 
At the start of this year, we also 
faced another major challenge in 
obtaining customs clearing of our 
container of educational resources, 
which was intended for schools 
and for the working children who 
would be attending the school. 
The container was shipped in 
5V]LTILY� ��� � I\[� ^HZ� UV[�

cleared by customs until January 
2020. The Chief Administrator 
at the Ministry of Social Welfare, 
.LUKLY� HUK� *OPSKYLU»Z� (ɈHPYZ�
sat on our container documents 
for several weeks, refusing to 
send them to the minister to be 
ZPNULK�VɈ��;OPZ�ZVY[�VM�H[[P[\KL�PZ�
severely limiting our capacity to 
KLSP]LY� T\JO�ULLKLK� YLZV\YJLZ�
to destitute institutions and 
communities. It is also costing us a 
considerable amount in demurrage 
and container clearance charges.

Construction of primary  
school for Freetown children 

We delivered Christmas gifts to 200 working children in Western Freetown 
in February. Prior to this support, we had presented learning resources to 
300 children in the community. Many of these children are stone-breakers 

who spend many hours a day in quarries.

“
“
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In our previous annual reports, we 
have consistently highlighted the many 
GLI¾FXOWLHV� WKDW� QDWLRQDO� KRVSLWDOV��
maternity clinics and other medical 
facilities face.
;OL� SHJR� VM� LX\PWTLU[�� TLKPJPULZ�� HUK�

basic consumables such as vinyl gloves, 
umbilical clamps, etc. is an extremely 
common complaints in every hospital and 
maternity clinic in Sierra Leone. The country 
remains the most dangerous place in the 

world to give birth – maternity mortality is 
so rife that what are supposed to be routine 
deliveries are fraught with danger for both 
mother and child. For example, many 
maternity wards in the capital, Freetown, do 
not have oxygen concentrators for mothers 
^OV� Y\U� PU[V� IYLH[OPUN� KPɉJ\S[PLZ� K\YPUN�
labour, and many are left to die in labour 
wards. 
3HJR� VM� LX\PWTLU[� HJYVZZ� HSS� OVZWP[HSZ�

in Sierra Leone is so shocking that some 

KVJ[VYZ�OH]L�UL]LY�L]LU�ZLLU�KLÄIYPSSH[VYZ��
;OVZL�WH[PLU[Z�̂ OV�Z\ɈLY�JHYKPHJ�HYYLZ[�HYL�
SLM[�[V�KPL�VU�OVZWP[HS�ÅVVYZ���;OPZ�`LHY�^L�
reached out to frontline maternity hospitals 
in Freetown to present crucial medical 
LX\PWTLU[� HUK� JVUZ\THISLZ�� ([� *V[[HNL�
Maternity Hospital (above), we delivered 
an oxygen concentrator to Ward 2, where 
many women had died before. 

Healthcare

0DFDXOH\�6WUHHW�+RVSLWDO�LQ�&HQWUDO�)UHHWRZQ

Sierra Leone’s healthcare 
system is broken and 
mismanaged. 

“ “
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This year, we targeted highly 
VNLOOHG� DQG� TXDOL¾HG� DUWLVDQDO�
women in need of high-standard 
tools to practice their trades. 

They were supported with new 
tools and trade accessories that 
they could use to start their own 
businesses. 

Supporting disabled people 
in Sierra Leone is a key area of 
service provision; one in which 
we excel. This year we continued 
P̂[O�V\Y�OPNO�Z[HUKHYK�WYV]PZPVU��

0U� 4H[[Y\�VU�[OL�9HPS�� MVY�
example, the residents received a 
comprehensive selection of tools, 
ranging from plumbing tools to 
carpentry, bricklaying and tailoring 
tools. These were used by the 
community to contribute to the 
construction of the borehole and 

its water tower, latrines and tap 
points. 
;OL� WYVMLZZPVUHS�X\HSP[`� [VVSZ�

will remain available for use by 
the community. Many of the 
amputees were professional 
artisans before the war. Some, 
however, underwent skills training 
as amputees after the war. Skilled 
tailors, mainly leg amputees, 
received a vast array of sewing 
machines that they now use to 
WYVK\JL� X\HSP[`� P[LTZ� MVY� ZHSL� PU�
cities. 

It is liberating to see young, 
disadvantaged women making 
LɈLJ[P]L� \ZL� VM� [OL� [VVSZ� ^L�
deliver. Many of these skilled tailors 
were absolutely instrumental in 
*6=0+�� �77,�WYVK\J[PVU�

Tools and Equipment Support for Disabled 
People & Young Women

6NLOOHG�UXUDO�ZRPHQ�UHFHLYLQJ�WRROV��WDLORULQJ�
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Sumoi, a polio sufferer, is in his 
ODWH�¾IWLHV�

He lives in a disabled commune 
along Pademba Road, near 
Central Prison in Freetown, with 
OPZ�[LU�`LHY�VSK�ZVU��4LOKV��;OL�
pair are pictured on the right; they 
have a striking resemblance.

A skilled metal worker, Sumoi is 
very resourceful and relies on his 
hands to make ends meet. 

He learnt his skill through a 
traditional blacksmith in Pejeh 
Bongre Chiefdom, eastern Sierra 
Leone, before the war. Sumoi had 
to escape during an attack on 
his town and was helped by the 
SLNLUKHY`� *HW[HPU� )LU�/PYZO�� H�
9HTIV�ÄN\YL�PU�[OL�:PLYYH�3LVUL�
HYT �̀� *HW[HPU� )LU�/PYZO� MYLLK�
Sumoi and other people from the 
woods. He then asked Sumoi 
where he wanted to go because 
his town had been completely 
destroyed and there was no one 
to look after him. Sumoi told the 
captain that he wanted to go to the 

regional capital in Kenema. The 
captain took Sumoi to Kenema, 
from where he found his way to 
-YLL[V^U�PU�[OL�TPK��  �Z�

Sumoi has lived in Freetown
ever since. Sumoi is a single 

parent looking after his son, 
Mehdo. His wife, who was also 
disabled, died during childbirth a 
few years ago. Sumoi used to use 
a manual wheelchair, but arthritis 
has taken its toll on his hands, 
and he is no longer able to propel 
himself in a manual wheelchair. He 
has become immobile, and his 
son has become his sole carer. 
They live in a shack along the main 
Pademba Road, where Sumoi has 
H� ZTHSS� IYPJ�H�IYHJ� ZOVW� ZLSSPUN�
items other disabled people have 
produced in the commune.

We surprised Sumoi with a 
motorised wheelchair.

One of the recipients of our 
motorised wheelchairs is Mr 
Keifala Koi, who is the Eastern 
9LNPVUHS� KPYLJ[VY� MVY� [OL� (U[P�
Corruption Commission (ACC). 

Though in a respectable state 
role, Mr Koi did not have access 
to a wheelchair that was suitable 
for him.

Case Study 

Mr Keifala Koi with his motorised wheelchairRural teachers living miles away from their schools received mobility support with bicycles.6NLOOHG�FDUSHQWHUV�DQG�EXLOGHUV�UHFHLYLQJ�QHZ�WRROV
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Our partnership with the University 
of East London (UEL) was aimed at 
responding to COVID-19 in Sierra Leone 
with the “Kick out COVID-19” project in 
line with the Global Challenges Research 
Fund (GCRF) objectives.

This is part of the “Sport for Sustainable 
+L]LSVWTLU[¹� WYVQLJ[� WPSV[� WOHZL� ^L�
implemented in Freetown in December 
��� �

As a result of the pandemic, the Sport for 
Sustainable Development project will follow 
[OL�YV\[L�VM�[OL�2PJR�6\[�*6=0+�� �WYVQLJ[�
planning tool. This seeks to investigate how 
children, disadvantaged young people and 
people living with disabilities are coping 
K\YPUN� [OL� *6=0+�� � SVJRKV^U�� ;OPZ�
P̂SS� IL� H� ZWYPUNIVHYK� MVY� WVZ[�*6=0+�� �

intervention and the continuation of the 
Sport for Sustainable Development project. 
The main focus of the research is mental 
health issues, and it will ensure collection 
of timely and robust data to understand 
the needs and mental wellbeing of these 
groups.

During our intervention in Sierra Leone, 
H� Z\Y]L`� ^HZ� JVUK\J[LK� PU� KPɈLYLU[�
locations in the capital city, Freetown, to 
understand the impact of the pandemic on 
disadvantaged young people, children and 
people living with disabilities. The project 
also engaged with various communities to 
make them aware of the virus and what can 
be done to minimise its spread.

During this engagement, face masks, food 
P[LTZ�HUK�UVU�MVVK�P[LTZ��PUJS\KPUN�ZVHWZ�
and handwash buckets) were distributed 
amongst the participants, including those 
with disabilities.

Our team targeted some of the most 
marginalsed communities in Freetown, and 
conducted detailed registration procedures 
as well as using the project’s planning tools.

The planning process was very clinical, 
and we delivered at a time when destitution 
had become unbearable for most of the 
recipients. Many of those who received 
support were disadvantaged people who 
survived through begging on the streets in 

Freetown. The imposition of a lockdown 
made it impossible for them to survive 
through begging. Our intervention was thus 
very timely.

Each participant received a sack of rice, 
cooking oil, stock cubes, a hand wash 
bucket and face masks. It was a delivery like 
no other; it was incredibly touching to hear 
[OH[�[OPZ�PU[LY]LU[PVU�^HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�MVY�THU`�
of these people.

In addition to this support, a team created 
H�*6=0+�� �LK\JH[PVU�HUPTH[PVU�PU�[OL�<2��
This was released through social media in 
Sierra Leone. The two leading national TV 
stations also got involved and reported 
on the hugely successful intervention. 
Furthermore, one of our talented young 
WLVWSL� YLSLHZLK� H� ZPUNSL� VU� *6=0+�� �
education and the intervention by PTI and 
UEL.

Kick Out COVID-19 in Sierra Leone



GOVERNANCE 

!e Inch August 2020 -19

Status and Objects 
The charity is a company limited by 
guarantee. Our governing document is the 
Memorandum & Articles of Association, 
which dates from 2012. Our formal objects 
are set out in the section on Strategy & 
Plans on page 6.

Governing Body 
and Structure
Our governing body is a committee. The 
committee members are the trustees of the
charity. As of July 2020, there are four. In 
addition, we have strategic operational
advisers who have specialist knowledge in 
all the major areas we cover in our work.

We are rapidly evolving our structure to 
encompass the increasing demands of our
activities and the steady challenges that 
JVTL� P̂[O�^VYRPUN�H[�JYVZZ�UH[PVUHS�SL]LS�
All emerging issues are dealt with at our 
regular meetings, and we are in constant
contact with our operating partners. The 
committee regularly undertakes ad hoc
working groups, for example on risk 
management (in the case of our Sierra 
3LVUL�Z[HɈ�HUK�]VS\U[LLYZ�^VYRPUN�K\YPUN�
[OL�*6=0+�� �WHUKLTPJ��

Decision-making
The committee formally set out how it saw its 
role before we completed our registration as 
H�JOHYP[`�HUK�OHZ�Z\IZLX\LU[S̀ �WLYPVKPJHSS̀ �
reviewed its position. We regularly monitor 
how we are performing our duties, and 
during the year we carried out a full review 
VM�V\Y�LɈLJ[P]LULZZ�HZ�H�JOHYP[ �̀�KYH P̂UN�VU�
best practice in the voluntary and corporate 
sectors.

We continue to see our prime function 
as ensuring the good governance of the 
charity, and to this end we focus on matters 
of policy and general strategy, the
approval of plans, the monitoring of 
progress with charitable projects, and 
ÄUHUJPHS�JVU[YVS�

Operational responsibilities are delegated 
to the Programme Director. The committee
is assisted by the Chair who advises us on 
governance generally. We also have our

;YLHZ\YLY�̂ OV�TVUP[VYZ�ÄUHUJPHS�TH[[LYZ�VU�
our behalf.

Trustees 
There was a change during the year where a 
new trustee was appointed. When we
YLJY\P[��̂ L�MVSSV^�H�̂ LSS�LZ[HISPZOLK�WYHJ[PJL��
We carry out a skills audit to identify the 
X\HSP[PLZ� ZV\NO[� PU� WV[LU[PHS� JHUKPKH[LZ��
and a trustees’ working group manages 
the appointment process. It is our policy to 
provide the new trustee with a structured 
induction that includes comprehensive 
KVJ\TLU[H[PVU�� PUKP]PK\HS� IYPLÄUNZ� HUK�
the opportunity to meet our supporters, 
]VS\U[LLYZ��HUK�ILULÄJPHYPLZ�

Risk Management 
6\Y�HWWYVHJO�[V�YPZR�THUHNLTLU[�PZ�^LSS�
LZ[HISPZOLK�HUK�P[�PZ�Z[LHKPS̀ �YLÄULK��(
Risks Register is maintained. The 
assessment of risks on the register is 
documented and rated in terms of the 
likelihood of occurrence and the potential 
impact. The whole situation is reviewed 
HUU\HSS̀ ��>L�JHU�JVUÄYT�[OH[�[OL�THQVY�YPZRZ�
[V�̂ OPJO�[OL�JOHYP[`�PZ�L_WVZLK�HZ�PKLU[PÄLK�
by the Trustees have been reviewed and 
systems have been established to mitigate 
those risks.
>L�HYL�[OL�VUS̀ �5H[PVUHS�5VU�.V]LYUTLU[HS�
Organisation in Sierra Leone to have a 
comprehensive policy on the following:
]ISPJ�)LULÄ[�:[H[LTLU\�7
�7�`HMLN\HYKPUN�7VSPJ:�YVJLK\YLZ
������7VSPJ`�VU�-PUHUJPHS�*YPTL��PUJS\KPUN

����(U[P�4VUL`�3H\UKLYPUN�HUK�;LYYVYPZ[
Financing.

Reserves
We follow the golden rule of making sure 
that we have reserves to support us for at
least three months.

Investments
We are not currently undertaking any 
investment activities.

This is the amputee football team wearing Arsenal kit This is a local team wearing Brighton & Hove kit 
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Many community football teams 
lack the basic resources they 
need, and as a result, highly 
promising young footballers are 
missing crucial stages in their 
development.

Regular training in local 
communities is very limited – 
young people attending training 
have to be provided with kits 
to ensure safety as well as a 
professional setting where they 
become familiar with discipline. 
Furthermore, many of the 
young people attending training 
come from very challenging 
backgrounds where access to 
MVVK�PZ�KPɉJ\S[��>L�HYL�PUP[PH[PUN�H�
[OYLL�`LHY� WYVQLJ[� [OYV\NO� ^OPJO�
we will work with community 
football trainers. We will provide 
UV[� VUS̀ � X\HSP[`� RP[Z�� I\[� HSZV�
food support for those who 
attend training. This combined 
approach will make sure that 
young people are truly focused 
on training without worrying about 
nutritional support. They will also 
have access to a strong source of 
supervision, training and medical 
assistance.

This year was incredibly 
ZPNUPÄJHU[� MVY� V\Y� ^VYR� P̂[O�
football clubs across the country. 
Our last shipment contained well 
over 200 individual football kits 
from British football clubs across 
all leagues. We received kits 
from our usual Premier League 
supporters, including Brighton & 
Hove, Arsenal and Manchester 
United. The resources were so 
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community teams in Sierra Leone 
to deliver the kits to them. We 
have been working in this area of 
supporting sport in Sierra Leone 
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term intervention is another step 
forward in creating meaningful 
opportunities for young people 
who are gifted in football.

We have built a strong reputation 
in Sierra Leone for setting high 
standards in the services we 
provide. Our approach is not 
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resources, but also by ensuring 
that sustainability and supervision 
are maintained for a good 
outcome.

Support for community football 
development is one of the most neglected 
areas of sport in Sierra Leone

Community football teams, including women’s teams, are also supported

Above is a community youth team in Western Freetown


